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Which category would you like this application to be considered under 
(please tick one only) 

 Physical activity & health enhancing initiatives 

✓  Whole school improvement 

 Up-skilling staff 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the nominee 

Name of the school nominated Clifton Primary 

Contact Names Owen Lamprey/Rosie Slade 

Contact address Clifton Primary School, Brunswick Road, Birmingham, B12 

8NX. 

 

 

Contact daytime contact telephone 

number 

01214642926/ 07486 385203 

Contact email o.lamprey@cliftonprimary.bham.sch.uk 
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Background information, context and rationale for why action was needed  

 

Clifton Primary is a large Primary school with more than 950 pupils on roll from Nursery to Y6.  We currently 

have more than 200 pupils on the SEND register and have built a good reputation for inclusive education.  We 

have always sought to provide a range of educational opportunities for all pupils with SEND.  At Clifton, we are 

always looking for ways to engage ‘the whole child’ as a way of driving whole school improvement. 

One key aspect of whole school improvement at Clifton is the performance of pupils with SEND, in relation to 

academic attainment and, in some circumstances behaviour.  It was also clear that a significant minority of 

pupils with SEND (alongside those without diagnosed SEND) had health issues that could be improved by 

increased physical activity and raising their self-esteem.  

The PE team at Clifton identified (using internal and external data) that pupils with SEND were involved in less 

competitive sport, extra-curricular activities and community sport/physical activity than other pupils. We thought 

that it was vital that SEND pupils were afforded the same opportunities that other pupils were given.  Although 

we had always entered SEND School Games festivals, we felt that all pupils with SEND at Clifton should be 

given the opportunity to take part in competition and/or extra-curricular activity, to the same extent as other 

pupils in the school.  We therefore made it an aim to enable all pupils on the SEND register to represent the 

School and or/take part in SEND or mainstream extra-curricular activity and made this a clear priority in the PE 

and School Sport Premium plan.  In particular, we wanted to dramatically increase the level of intra and inter 

school competition participation for our SEND pupils, especially in years 3-6 (School Games age.)  As the SGO 

hub-site, we also felt that this would enable other schools to benefit from this provision, across the Clifton SGO 

Partnership.  The PE team believed that if these factors could be improved, an improvement in academic 

attainment would be achieved, alongside improvements in health and well-being. 

Working closely alongside the SENCo and the SEND team, we devised a plan to increase participation and 
shared this with the Senior Leadership Team and key staff within the school.  We decided to implement the 
following:   

• Clarify participation levels with SGO and SENCO and identify pupil numbers with SEND level AS2.                                     

• Establish relationships with Key providers in SEND sport – BCFC, BDSF, SGOs, Calthorpe School. 

• Provide weekly opportunities for SEND pupils to take part in extra-curricular activity. 

• Set up weekly competitions against Calthorpe and Percy Shurmer School in Boccia and New Age 

Kurling. 

• Ensure Clifton took part in all SGO SEND competitions. 

• Develop a partnership with a city based disability Football Club to organise a weekly SEND football club 

and encourage pupils to attend community sessions. 

• Work with BCFC to signpost pupils to their ‘pan disability’ SEND community sessions.         

• To take a large group to the Birmingham Disability Sports Forum Open Days in June to meet other 

sports providers.  

• Collaborate with parents and the community to raise the profile and importance of physical activity, in 

particular for SEND pupils. professional training for whole staff, a targeted group or individuals 
Furthermore to: 

• Provide professional training for whole staff, a targeted group or individuals, so that the sessions would 

be sustainable. 

• Enable additional leadership opportunities for pupils at Clifton, a key part of the school’s strive to create 

strong, independent learners. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Actions:  What did you do and how did you do it? 

 

 

We immediately made contact with schools within the partnership to enable weekly Boccia and New Age Kurling matches to 

begin, using the skills and expertise of existing staff, leant through attendance at previous School Games events and 

Partnership training.  Working closely alongside the SEND team at Clifton, we identified pupils from the SEND register to take 

part in 

We established a weekly set of fixtures with a local Special Needs School, at first attending matches there, adding to the 

expertise of the staff involved with our pupils.  We then moved these matches to Clifton Primary so that a greater number of 

our pupils would be able to take part. 

In order to ensure more pupils took part in regular extra-curricular activity we set up a weekly Boccia club during lunchtime 

(particularly helpful for those who could not stay after school) and looked at the accessibility of existing clubs so that they were 

appropriate for a range of pupils with special educational needs and disabilities. 

We then ensured that Clifton entered as many intra school sport competitions as possible, including nearly all SGO led 

festivals. 

Furthermore, we sought advice from professional football clubs and other sporting organisations about how we could get our 

pupils involved in community sport, so that they and their families could begin to develop a life-long love of physical activity 

and sport.  As we had previously built a strong relationship with Birmingham City Football club through Birmingham Disability 

Sport and they were our local club, we decided to source our SEND extra-curricular activity through then.  We set up taster 

sessions at Clifton and signposted pupils to their community outreach sessions.  Later in the academic year we set up a 

regular afterschool club with BCFC and invited pupils from another local Primary School to take part, thus widening the scope 

of our programme. 

We are currently in the process of encouraging as many families of pupils with SEND to attend the Birmingham Inclusive 

Sports Festival in late June and will ensure staff attend the event to encourage our families to go and to improve their skills 

and expertise. 

We have highlighted the need for improved staff CPD in the city and were instrumental in encouraging SGOs to set up a 

prospective Boccia course in the city, which our staff will attend.  Staff up-skilling is also a major aspect of the whole school 

improvement. 

In addition to this, we have used the large amount of SEND events to ensure that our Sports Leaders have opportunities to 

work with pupil with SEND, in clubs, matches and festivals; improving their confidence and leadership qualities. 

 

Impact:  What was the impact and how was this measured? Please provide evidence to demonstrate this (please see attached sheet) 

 

We were successful in ensuring that activity levels for those with SEND at the school were significantly increased in relation to extra-curricular activity, the 

30 minutes per day physical activity target and intra and inter school sport competition.  This was achieved through specific SEND events and participation 

in mainstream clubs and competition.  Furthermore we have noticed that SEND pupils are taking part in far more informal physical activity in the 

playground and in external sporting opportunities.  100% of identified pupils on the SEND register at AS2 or above have represented the school and/or 

participated in extra-curricular activity.  This compares to less than 30% in previous years. 

Teachers and Teaching Assistants have reported a substantial in SEND pupils engaging in PE lessons, significantly up on last academic year.  There is 

also meaningful evidence that SEND pupils are beginning to lead during PE lessons and inform staff of how they can improve their work. 

A proportion of the pupils identified for the programme also have issues with being overweight and some who are obese.  We have used the SEND PE 

and School Sport programme as a way of addressing this issue and will attempt to measure the impact of this work in this respect, at the end of the 

academic year.  This has also allowed us to address these issues with parents as part of a collaborative approach, to raise the importance of physical 

activity in relation to physical and mental wellbeing.  There have been real advances in the self-perception of SEND pupils as ‘sportspeople’ both within 

this group and the whole school in general.  SEND school sport is now high on the agenda with the whole school population, staff, pupils and parents. 

In addition to this, we have continued to work with other external organisations to highlight the importance of SEND PE and school sport, publicising our 

work at all times to ensure that the local community are aware of the impact school sport can have.  We have recently begun a high focus programme on 

Girls PE and School Sport, so this has allowed us to drill down on those SEND girls who do not normally participate in sport and ensure that the 

community understands the importance of these groups being physically active.  One look at the @SportAtClifton twitter feed will demonstrate this.  All 

SEND parents meeting now include a section on SEND PE and School Sport, a dramatic increase. 

In July, as part of our whole school assessment procedure we will assess whether the improvements in levels of physical activity have also led to 

improvement in the overall health and wellbeing of pupils and their academic achievement and attainment.  This will be an ongoing process in future years.  

Initial assessment data has suggested an increase in performance in sample groups. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability:  How has the school ensured that the actions taken, and impact is or will be embedded and 

sustained after the funding is longer provided  

 

Sustainability is incredibly important to Clifton Primary and the use of the Sports Premium always has 

this in mind.  Through all the developments made to SEND PE and School Sport, we have sought to up-

skill our own staff to facilitate the improvements.  This has included using SEND support staff to attend 

clubs, festivals and training.  We have also recently appointed a SEND teacher, who has taken a key role 

in ensuring that we attend as many SEND events as possible. 

Only Clifton staff deliver PE to SEND pupils.  If external coaches or experts lead PE lessons or clubs, 

SEND support staff and class teachers are always present, assisting in delivery and differentiation. 

The PE Lead at Clifton now sits on the Birmingham Disability Sports Forum and liaises with the team to 

make sure we are up-to-date in terms of events and CPD opportunities. 

Clifton Primary have now made a clear commitment to pupils and families that the vast majority of, if not 

all pupils with SEND will represent the school in sport and/or take part in mainstream or SEND extra-

curricular activities. We will make this a standing item on future Sports Premium plans and attempt to do 

likewise in the School Improvement Plan, ensuring long-term sustainability. 

To ensure sustainability in relation to improved academic and health attainment, we will measure the 

progress of SEND pupils against previous SEND progress and that of non-SEND pupils, allowing for 

other factors in performance.  This will ensure that it remains high on the list of priorities for Whole 

School Improvement. 

Clifton will continue to make new links with external organisations, in order to enhance the provision 

currently on offer and development new, regional alliances with National Sporting associations.  Through 

this we will seek to maintain and improve on the level of participation in physical activity in pupils with 

SEND. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotes from key participants. 

‘It’s great that my child can take part in sport every week, she loves the Boccia and football 

and really wants to play at a club now.’ – Clifton parent/carer. 

‘SEND sporting events and clubs give children the opportunity to experience activities that 

they may not otherwise have the chance to outside of school. We have developed strong 

links with outside agencies such as Birmingham City Football Club and Inclusive Sport 

Foundation and these allow our children to hopefully engage in sport beyond their time with 

us.   The events are accessible and accurately pitched which allows the children to expand 

their confidence and engage fully. The children love to celebrate their new skills and often 

talk with enthusiasm about sporting events they have attended.  

I believe that SEND sporting events and clubs offered by Clifton have a positive impact on the 
physical and mental health of our children and their general well-being.’ – SENCo. 
‘Clifton’s commitment to School Games and SEND PE is outstanding.  They always go above 
and beyond when making PE and School Sport Inclusive.’  Robin Simpson – School Games 
Organiser. 
‘I love Boccia and Kurling and can’t wait to go every week.’ Year 4 pupil with EHC. 
‘The range of clubs and sporting activities at Clifton has really allowed ‘F’ to increase his 
confidence.  He loves the Boccia and inclusive football sessions, which have raised his self-
esteem.’ Year 1 Teaching Assistant. 
‘I love playing Boccia and football with Birmingham FC!’ Year 1 pupil with EHC. 


